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ADVERTISEMENT. 


iT is not very often, that a diſcourſe on ſuch a 
ſubjeft as the following, is reguęſted to be 
publiſhed. But whether he is, or is not to be 
Juftified who hath complied with ſuch requeſt, 
the writer of this advertiſement preſumes nat to 
determine. | | 
BETWEEN this diſcourſe as preached, and 


printed, ſome flight alterations were unavoidable. 


Others were made by choice. As it now appears, 
it will either apprave itſelf to them into whoſe 
hands it may happen to fall, or it will not. 


¶ the former, à fludied apology in its favour is 


needleſs. And, if the latter be «ts fate, it would 
be uſeleſs, and perhaps, offenſrue. 

THE words printed in the Italic character, 
are either entirely, or the greater part, the lan- 
Zuage of Scripture. 
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Marraew v. 29, 30. 


td if thy. rieht eye offend thee, pluck it * 
and caſt it from thee : for it is profitable for 
thee, that one of thy members ſhould periſh, 
and not that thy whole body ſhould be caft into 
bell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it off, and caſt it from thee : « for it is profit- 

able for thee, that one of thy members ſhould 

periſb, and not that thy whole body ſhould be 
caſt 2 int 0 hell. s 


I. muſt be granted, that maiiy who are 
called, chriſtians, are not much diſpoſed. 
to liſten to this advice. It is, however, the 
advice of our beſt friend, on a matter of com- 
mon concern to all his followers: Ihe ſenſe 
of this wholeſome advice, ſeems to be this; 
That we ſhould always facrifice that which 
is en offenſive, whatever it may coſt us, 

A 3 in 


TY © 


10 S of: that which: i is profit A for us: as 
the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. Such is the 
advice that is given to Chriſtians, For Chriſt 


muſt be received before he can be obeyed. 


And when he is cordially received by us, his 
commandments will not be grievens. Should he 


ſay to us, as in effect he doth in this text, 


In this world, there are pernicious plcafures 


* that muſt be abandoned, and powerful pro- 


<« penſities, in our hearts towards them, that 


© <6 muſt be mortified,” we ſhould bear his voice - 


believing it will coſt us much. leſs to re- 
gard, than it will to reject his counſel. 
'Tyovers our profit and pleaſure are al- 
ways inſeparably connected, they are not al- 
ways immediately connecded in this world. 
Nor can we reverſe this remark, and ſay, 
That whatever is pleaſing muſt be profitable. 


Fo aſſert this, would be to forget we are fallen 


ereatures, and that our fall from God was 


connected with the admiſſion of this perni- 
eious principle. For when Eve, our com- 
mon mother, Saw, that the forbidden tree was 
good for food, and that it was pleaſant to the 


eyes, and à tree to be defered to make one wiſe ; 
ſhe took of the fruit thereof, and did eat. In 


ſo doing, ſhe preferred the teſtimony of her 


ſenſes to the dictates of reaſon, and * decla- 
: ration- 


1 
ration of God. You know the conſequence, 
And can you, when you recolle&t it, as 
lengthened out from age to age, attempt- to 
| Jufkify her conduct, or think it your honour, 
or intereft, to imitate her example? T hope 
not. Leave it then to the Epicure to fay, 
That what is pleaſing cannot be hurtful. 
And to infidels, modern or antient, to afk, 
Why hath God giren i us propenſities which it 
would be criminal in us to gratify? Vou 
know that God hath not given us any irre- 


gular propenſities. But yg: violated his 
his will, we are ; 


To fenſual j joys i inclined.” 


$o inclined, chat if the counſel of Chriſt be 
deſpiſed,. we have every thing to fear that can 
either ſhame, or ſhock humanity. | 

Tu words of the wiſe are as goads, While 
thoſe of the wicked are ſmoother than ail. So 
David found the words of Nathan the prophet, 
and Achitophel the courtier. But the pricking 
goads of the wiſe, are intended to correct, and 
not to injure us. God forbid, then, my bre- 
thren, you ſhould ever be like thoſe rebellious 
people who would not hear the law of the Lord ! 
bo ſaid to the Seers, See not; and to the pro- 
 Þhets, Propheſy not unto us rieht things ;_ ſpeak 


unto us ſmooth things; propheſy deceits. On the 
A 4 | contrary, 


{( 71 
- contrary; 05 will endeavour, more and more, 
L hope, to lay apart all filthineſs, and ſuper fluity 
of ae la and receive, with meekneſs, the 
engrafted word, which is able to ſave your ſouls. 
Being doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own ſelves, With this diſpoſition 
attend to the counſel of Chriſt, now before 
you; which conſidered, even in a literal view, 
will be found inſtructing; but, in its figurative 
ſenſe, it will be found of much greater im- 
portance, if it be properly regarded, to the 
advancement of real religion among us, both 
in the public, and private walks of life. 
Tux members of the body, mentioned in 
the text, are very precious in our eſtima- 
tion. Yet, it is well known, they may become 
ſo offenſive to us, by being diſeaſed, as to en- 
danger the reſt. And in ſuch circumſtances, 
how often have they been facrificed, or given 
up, for the general good of the body? This 
is natural. But is it not aſtoniſhing, that 
ſome have been ſo immoderately addicted to- 
ſenſual pleaſures, that, rather than abſtain 
from them, though warned of the danger, 
they have voluntarily deprived themſelves of 
one ſenſe, by attempting to gratify another; 
nay of life itſelf ! - Againſt the moſt pathetic 
remonſtrances, we have known ſome reſolve 
| to 
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to run all hazards, and publicly to avow that 
reſolution; You are ſhocked. And well you 
may. But I wiſh, you to conſider, whether 
many do not form the ſame reſolution; and 
act upon it, who never publicly dared to 
avow it. Is it not a ſhame, that ſuch mar- 
tyrs to iniquity, ſhould have more reſolution 
to indulge corruption, whatever it may coſt 
them, than many have who are called chriſ- 
tians, to follow the counſel of Chriſt ! Surely, 
dirs, if we were not able to perfect holineſs, 
in the fear of the Lord, at any leſs expence than 
by literally complying with our Lord's advice, 
he who knows the worth of purity, the plea- 


ſures attending it, and the miſeries of its ab- 
ſence, would cheerfully comply with it. Chriſt 


himſelf, in ſanctifying his people, hath given 
the fulleſt, and ſtrongeſt proof, that this is a 
juſt way of thinking on this ſubject. For, he 
freely poured out bis. foul to death, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Bur do not miſtake me. I don't mean to 


inſinuate, that either the loſs, or mutilation of 


any of the members of the natural, body, 
would at all advance the kingdom of God withnt: 
us, or that we are called to do this, or any 


thing elſe injurious to humanity, under pre- 
* tence 


„ — 4 a 


[mw] 


tence of promoting that kingdom. However, 
_ from this ſuppoſition, and more pitticutarly 


| * from the manner in which our Lord hath ex- - 


preſſed himſelf on this ſubject, I would infer, 
That purity of heart is incomparably precious 
in his fight. And when it is ſo in ours, I 
will venture to fay, we ſhall be willing to do 
any thing to preſerve, and promote it, that he 
preſcribes. — What that is, in general, you 
have heard. But as the figurative ſenſe of our 
Lord's words, is that which principally de- 
mands our attention, I will endeavour to be 
* little more particular. 
Ix this ſenſe, if our eye, or hand offend us, 


i. e. prove a ſtumbling block, or an occafion 


of ſcandal to us, by giving us offence, or 
cauſing us to offend others, we are adviſed to 


mortify thoſe evil propenſities, which naturally 
produce, if indulged, that which is offenſive i in 


the members we have mentioned, and in other 
parts of the animal frame. Job being aware 
of this, made a covenant with his eyes, that he 


might not be betrayed by them to commit 


mental folly. And he had, it ſeems, an equal 
command over his hand, 05 other members 
of his body, to reſtrain them from acts of im- 
morality and im piety. Jos xxxi 1.—27. But, 


ſubdued, 


as it cannot be ſuppoſed that evil motions are 


| 


| \ 


tn 1 


a — — 
and clothes his adviee, is not only proper, 
dut deſerving our beſt attention. How diffi» 
eult it is thus to regard it, will be beſt under- 
ſtood by applying his advice to n ys 
cular inſtances, _| 

Tuts advice, 1 ink, may 450 cogties- to 
envy and ambition, covetouſneſs, and luſt, 
and to other corruptions of the human heart. 
Though it is evident, from the context, that 
our Lord hath a particular reference to the 
laſt.— When any of theſe unhallowed 'fires 
burn within, do you think it is eaſy to cur 


off every outward occaſion of miniſtering fuel 


to thoſe inſatiable burnipgs ? You are under 
a a miſtake if you do. Could Joſeph's brethren 
turn their eyes from him, when be appeared 
© before them in the envied coat his father made 
him? Could Haman forbear looking at Mor- 
decai, when he fat in the king's gate, and 


refuſed to gratify his boundleſs ambition? 


Could Achan forbear looking at the babylonifh 


garment, the two hundred fheckels of filuer, aud 


wedge of gold, which he ſaw and coveted at 


the ſiege of Jericho? Or David deſiſt from 


ſurveying Bathſheba, when he jaw her from the 
— houſe ?-— Why not? The reafon is 


plain. 
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nd inordinate affections, at 
eriods, violently agitated the 
— of — and by them the members of 
the body, thus diſordered and inflamed, were 


enſily brought into willing ſubjection to the 


ſervice of fin. Are we utterly unacquainted 


with ſuch emotions? To ſuppreſs them may . 


be difficult but to ſatisfy ourſelves by in- 
dulging them, is impoſſible. A reſolution to 
attempt it is dangerous; ; and the attempt, 
without repentance, is death. But though it 
be difficult to obey the counſel of Chrift, you 
muſt grant it is neceffaty, and that, that which 
makes it ſo difficult for us to' obey it, -is the 
corruption of our own hearts. Shall we then 


plead for it, or ſay, corruption is ſubdued, 


where envy and ambition, covetouſneſs and 
luſt; faſten, as uſual, on eve ery object that at= 
trats our attention ?—He 4 gives us this 
eounſel, gives us grace, if we are believers, 


to do his will. And between him, that doth 
his maſter's will, and him that doth it not, you 


muſt allow, there is a material difference. I 
will, therefore, endeavour to exhibit the out- 


. of the character of each, and ſhould 1 
be able to do this with wlerable” propriety, 
you will remember, that in exhibiting their 
characters, I muſt of courſe, in one of them, 
12 5 ap 


133 
or in a mixed view of each, exhibit your own. 
If you admit this, and I cannot ſee how you 
can avoid it, it will doubtleſs ſecure me your 
fixed attention to what I have propoſed to lay 
b f re you, on this intereſting ſubj .. 
WE begin then, with ah ſomething 


concerning them who practically regard the 


counſel of Chriſt. And, 


I. WX * that they are poliziſed * a 
clear, and ſtrong conviction, that this is their 


_ indiſpenſible duty. For who can imagine, 
that any man who is not the ſubject of ſuch 
conviction, will ever comply with ſuch ad- 


vice? It is true, we are not now contending 
for the literal ſenſe of theſe words. But to 
cut off the criminal communication of the eye 
and hand from any object, on which the heart 
is ſet, is not to be effected without a full con- 
viction that this is our duty, and that not to 


do it, is to ſin againſt God. The idea of its 
deiag fit and right, or of its being our pri- 


vilege, will not avail us, abſtractedly conſi- 
dered, in ' innumerable temptations, Mere 
breach of privilege doth not leave. a ſufficient 
ſting behind it to make us reſiſt, ſtedfaſtly, the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, or to ſacrifice much in or- 
der to obtain the teſtimony of a good con- 

| i ſcience, 
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Leience. But a breach of duty, when we are 
properly convinced of it, is alarming. The 
fear that attends it, guards us in ihe awful 


buour of ge and makes us ſay with 


Joſeph, How can I ds this great wickedneſs, and 
Fn aguin God? In ſuch perilous moments, 
* reaſon can exerciſe but a feeble authority 
over ſuch rebellious ſubjeAts as we are. 
© It can only admoniſh us, as old Eli did 
bis profligate ſons, and ſay to us, hy ds 
© ye fuch things ? It is no good report that I hear 
„ you? and in both caſes, you ſhall find the 
© een to be equally deſpiſed,” 


II. 1. them who practically regard the coun- 
| fel of Chriſt, we behold a courage that is pro- 
portioned to their conviction, Conviction re- 
lates to the diſcovery of what is our duty; 
and by courage, we now mean, a fixed reſo- 
| Hution' to execute it. Conviction, therefore, 
- unaccompanied with ſuch reſolution, muſt be 
a ſtate of mind truly pityable, and deplorable. 
A ſtate, in which one would not wiſh to ſee our 
worſt enemy. Yet, how often, in ſome reſpect or 
other, have we ſeen our friends, alas ! how often 
 havewe found ourſelves in this painful ſituation! 
Efbe oppoſite ſtate of mind how pleaſing! 
| FOR and permanent conyiRtions, accompa- 
nied 


( us ] 

nied with ſuitable and correſponding reſolutions, 
are there united. The minds of ſuch are filled 
with light and love: Light that directs them, and 
love that animates them to fulfil the counſel of 
_ Chriſt. What an attracting ſight are ſuch.chriſ- 
tians? Who would not gaze on themwith plea- 
ſure : Who not wiſh to poſſeſs the ſame grace, 
and to manifeſt it in the ſame manner ? But 


III. As by conviction we are only ſatisfied 
what is duty, and as courage itſelf, in the 
ſenſe we now conſider it, doth no more than 
make us reſolve to perform it, ſtrength is ſtill 
wanting to make us properly regard the coun- 


ſel of Chriſt. This, therefore, we diſcern in 


them that obey his voice. Yes, in them we 
diſcover ſtrength that. is more than human; 
ſtrength that evidently ſhews it is derived, 
and from whence the Chriſtian derived it, 
Indeed, he is indebted to Chriſt for counſel, 
conviction, and ſtrength, and for every thing 
_ elſe that is neceſſary to do his will. For whas 

hath he, or any man, that he hath not received ? 
Thus ſupported, what cannot the. chriſtian 
ſuffer, to what cannot he ſubmit for Jeſus 
Chriſt? He can do all things, incumbent on 
him to do, through Chrift that firengthneth 
Pim. Yes, firs, ths: — he is not only 
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IV. (Orcs more; in tho who both prac- 
cioally and evangelically regard the counſel of 
Chriſt, it may be truly ſaid, that wiſdom is 
as apparent as ſtrength. They not only com- 
_ ply with his counſel, but they do this, as 
Chriſt himſelf complied with the counſel of 
his father, without oſtentation: Like him, 
they fer their faces: as à flint, againſt all their 
open, and ſecret oppoſers ; enduring the croſs, 
aud deſpiſing the ſhame for ' the joy that is ſet 
before them. - Nor can any thing wholly divert 
their attention from being obedient to him, 
who" became obedient to death, even to the death 
F the croſt, for them. By the wiſdom impart- : 
ed to them from above, they are filful in the 
zuord of righteouſneſs," and know how to make 
uſe of the whole armour of Ged. They are 
taught, having done all, to fand. And i in all 
that they either do, or ſuffer, according to the 
will of God, to ſay, Not unto us, O Lord, not 
ante us, but unto: thy Name give glory, er y ; 
mirey and thy truth's fake. —In a word, in them 
who thus obey the counſel of : Chriſt,” we ſee 


the promiſed. all-ſuſiciency-of his grace. 


Axn 


t 
Ap nom, allow me to aſk, Whether Chtiſt 
be not as willing to impart ſufficieneꝝ of grate 
to us who believe in his name, to do his will, 
as he was to James or Jude, to Paul or Peter? 
Certainly he is. But how was ſuch grace 
imparted to them ?—Freely? True. But 
was it not imparted wiſely alſo? Were they 
not made to ſee, and feel the utter inſuffi- 
ciency of every thing elſe to anſwer that end, 
and to believe, that it would not be imparted'to 
any one who has not this conviction? Do we 
thus feek it, and thus exerciſe it? If not, how 
dare we complain? And if we do, have we any 
occaſion? Far from ir! We find it, in our ſe- 
veral characters, what they found it in theirs, 
and, according to the degree we have received 
of the ſame grace, we continue to enjoy it, 
as they themſelves enjoyed it. Were that 
degree equal to theirs, the effects alſo would 
be the ſame. Like them, we ſhould de to fon, 
and /ive to God. Like them, we ſhould take 


Pleaſure i an infirmities, in mee in nece{ſi- 
ties, in perſecutions, in diftreſſes for 80 3 
knowing, that when tie are wegh, then 

Arong. And that i” we bs dead with . 
we ſhall alſo live with him. © 
. SUCH is the charalier af em wie ub 
. W counſel, In which · it appears, 
B that 


,. 
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hat conviction and courage, firength and 
wiſdom, are the great outlines that form it ; 
and, that, in their conduct, the promiſed all- 
- ſufficiency of the grace of Chriſt ſhines forth 
beautifully conſpicuousz' ſufficiently ſtrong, 

- (notwithſtanding all that remains of a con- 
trary nature) to ' diſtinguiſh it from every 
thing elſe, to the praiſe of him who beſtowed 
it, and of them that receive the promiſed a 
Ane. 5 

LI us now Altos at the oppoſite cha- 
radter : theirs I mean, who * the counſel 
of Chriſt, ' 

Wnoxvxx rejects the counſel of ches, 
is ſuppoſed, to have heard it, and that he 
did not chooſe to regard it. And indeed, 
the counſel that is not followed is always re- 
jected, even though it ſhould be commended. 
The young man that ſaid, 7 go, Sir, and 
ment not, certainly rejected the counſel of his 
father. And we are informed, that the Pha- 
 #iſees. and lawyers rejected the counſel of God 
againſt themſelves, not being baptized with the 


baptiſm of * Fohn. To which, the publicans 
ſubmitting, ju/tifed God. In thoſe then, that 
reje the counſel of Chriſt, inſtead of con- 
viction, we fee conceit, | inſtead of courage, 
1 perceive. n ien of ſtrength, 


We 


* 
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we diſcern weakneſs, and inſtead of wiſdom, 
we behold the height of folly. 

Tux diſobedient are repeatedly repreſented 
in the word of truth, as ignorant and con- 
ceited. As not being able to ſee afar of; 
and yet as vier, in their own eyes, than ſeven 
men who can render a reaſon. Their cowardice 
is as conſpicuous, in the time of trial, as 
their conceit before it approaches. Their 
vain boaſting cannot conceal it from a diſ- 
cerning eye; nor can their temerity, to which 
the greateſt cowards are ſometimes ſubject. 
The ſtrength of ſuch is generally confined to 
their tongue. While their wiſdom, or cun- 
ning rather, is principally employed in at- 
tempting to draw a ſhining vail over thoſe 
actions that will not bear a moment's. in- 
ſpection. Perſons of this unhappy caſt, talk 
much, it may be, of the efficacy, and all- 

" fellidlency of the grace of Chriſt : But, alas! 
they only talk of it. In them it effects no- 
thing. Their diſpoſition is as depraved, their 
mind as ſenſual, and their life as mercenary 
and mean, as many who never heard of the 
Saviour's name, Surely, ſuch are, if any be, 
enemies to the croſs of Chrift ! And if we may 
not ſay, they glory in their ſhame, it is not 
uncandid to ſay, they mind earthly things. 

B 2 - The 
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The morkd itſelf f is weary of ſuch chriſtians. 
They who are chriſtians indeed weep for 
their folly, and warn the young convert 
againſt the widely ſpreading influence of their 
perniciqus example; which the parts of ſome, 
the wealth of others, and the profeſſion of each, 
have a tendency to commend to the unwary. 
Who doth not wiſh to ſee a better proſpect 
among us than he beholds at preſent? To 
ſee genuine, and unadulterated chriſtianity 

_ mightily prevailing over artifice and oppoſi- 
tion from its open enemies, and ſecret foes ? 
Should L ſay, I long to ſee a fight ſo. plea- 
ſing, I am perſuaded, I ſhould ſay no more 
than what the moſt chriſtianized of every 
denomination' wiſh, and pray for, night and 
day. But while many are thus concerned, 
many. I fear there are, both in a private and 
public character, who r at nothing leſs 
than a revival. of pure and wndefiled religion. 
Alas |. the religion of thouſands, conſiſts in 
little, or nothing more than in embracing, 
and verbally ſupporting, ſome imperfe& and 
inconſiſtent ſyſtem, and in unmercifully, and 
indiſcriminately condemning thoſe that do.not 
receive-it. If, in this great city, .you have 
| miniſters who treat you as wiſe and faithful 
GEM treat their n. (and, I be- 
| lieve, 


k 21 1 
nere, you have man y) they who are better 
judges than I am en you have more, 
| who treat their people as confectioners treat 
their cuſtomers, conſulting nothing more than 
how to gratify their taſte, how injurious ſo- 
ever it may be to their conſtitution. But 
thoſe miniſters who are otherwiſe minded, 
are not yet diſmayed. No, they rejoice in 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, which 


the world can neither give nor take away. 


They rejoice in what they ſee of the fruit 
of their labours among them who have not 
received the grace of God in vain. And, be- 

lieving they rejoice, in hope of thoſe better 
days, which God hath revealed and promiſed, 
and which they wiſh they may be honoured 
to haſten by their united endeavours to be 
labo urers, together, with . 

Ir becomes us now to conſider, which of 
the two characters we have attended to, is 


our own, Whether we ourſelves, regard or 


reject the counſel of Chriſt, —I imagine I 
| behold ſome chriſtians at a loſs to determine 
this point to their own ſatisfaction. The 
firſt character ſeems too exalted to be theirs, 
and the laſt appears as much beneath them, as 
that is above them. They are at a loſs what 


to conelude. To what is it owing ? The 
B 3 8 4 | fa ct, 


T. 22. 5 
FR, 1 preſume, is this: They are conſcious,: 
that as they regard, ſo, in too many inſtances, 
they alſo reject the counſel of Chriſt. This, 
I apprehend, will be acknowledged by every 
chriſtian, preſent. or abſent. I ſcruple not, 
however, to confeſs, that to this hour, I find 
a certain mixture of the conviction and con- 
| Tet, the courage and cowardice, the ſtrength 
and weakneſs, the wiſdom and folly of each 
character I have mentioned. If you, my 
brethren, be conſcious of the ſame internal 
mixture, let us unite in confeſſing what we 
find and feel, to him whoſe compaſſion is as 
great, as his counſel is wiſe, Let us own 
what he hath imparted with gratitude, And 
whatever we diſcover of a contrary nature, 
with humility. 
I cannot put a period to this diſcourſe, 
without ſubmitting to your conſideration the 
following requeſts ; the deſign of which is 
too evident to * any e. 


. BE eng That neither the love 
nor labour of Jeſus Chriſt, was ever intend- 
ed to indulge us in ſloth, or carnal ſecurity. 
But I need. not tell you, that ſome talk, and 
that others live as if this was actually the 
caſe, When they were firſt alarmed on ac- 

6 | | count 


$f 


count of ſin, repentance Sod Gd; and faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſeemed equally to 
engage their attention. But their following 
conduct hath convinced us, that what they 
called repentance, was not à ſpirit of maurn= 
ing, which is laſting, efficacious, and always 
produces anſwerable fruit. No, it was only 
a tranſient: touch of their affections, which 
had no tendency to. purge their conſciences 
from dead works to ſerve the living God, Its 
operations faded ſoon, and came to nothing. 
What then held them in fear is now their 
jeſt, Still, as uſual, they are in bondage to 
corruption, but inſenſible of their ſtate, 
Strange ſtate indeed! within, all is confi- 
dence, without,. corruption and carnal ſecu- 
rity l But how,” ſay you, is the confidence 
_ © that theſe people have of their good ſtate 
« ſupported ?? They are believers. This is 
their general anſwer ; and that to which every 
other may be duced But what is it, my 
brethren, that they believe? Do they believe, 
that the ſon of God was manifeſted ta take away 
pur fins: That faith in him purifies the heart, 
and makes us zealous of good works ? Do they 
believe, That God is light, and in him is ne 
darkneſs at all? That if we ſay we have fal- 
| Jowfbip with him, and walk in darbnſs, we 
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teck as a ſubſtitute for theirs, in a fenſe never 
ever Chriſt did, 


his ſeryices and ſufferings, is truly glorious. 
But to ſuppoſe, that any thing which he 


to make i it contemptible. God, in juſtice, can- 
dot make that man happy whom he doth not 
make to reſemble himſelf. 


IS filtowers A hard el nes ebildrem, 


"Fer? we are gh not to — 
a red of tm that. are puffed up, but the 

er. | And are aſſured, That the kingdom of 
Godt. 5 not in word, but in potver.— Theſe 
people ſeem rather to believe the deluſions of 
Heir own hearts than any thing elſe; and to 
believe, that the obedience of Chriſt is admit- 


intended by him, and never defired by them. 
who tw the grace of God in truth, What. 
| or ſuffered for us, all was 
done. by him, as the only mediator between God 
und man. In this view, the ſubſtitution of 


did, or ſuffered; was with a view to tolerate, 
or allow of indevotion, or immorality i in us, is 


All the ideas we 
have of his perfections forbid it. Be ye there. 


* BE PERSUADED, That pleafure is of- 
ten preceded by pain in this world, and pain 
oy pleaſure, do hath wo? who bath forrow ? 
4010 — contontions * who hath wounis without 


cauſe ? 


17.410 


£ ? 7 © 3 2 


ef wal hath redneſs" f eyes ? De E 
; tarry long at the wine, they that 20 to ſeek mixed 
wine, That is, they who immoderately in- 
dulge themſelves in ſenſual pleaſures. Who 
then are they that avoid theſe evils? Who, but 
they who avoid the cauſe of any evil can expect | 
to be preſerved from the conſequences attend- | 
ing it? Can a man take fire in his boſom and 
not be burnt? Exemption then from moral ; 
evil cannot be expected without ſeif-denial : 
Nor can that be exerciſed without pain ? Can 
we think, ( pardon me for aſking ſuch a queſ- 0 
tion; a view to your edification extorts it 
from me), can we think, I ſay then, that 
Chriſt meant to jeſt with us, when he adviſed | 
us to pluck out, cut off, and caft from us, in 
a moral ſenſe, our offenſrve members? Or do 
wie imagine, that this can be done without | 
pain? The Chriſtian, it is true, as a chriſ- 
tian, is offended with' nothing but that which 
is offenſive to Jeſus Chriſt. And though we 
know of nothing that is offenſive to him, 
but fin, yet as fin hath been as pleaſing to 
us, as it is offenſive to Chriſt, it is not with. 
out much difficulty that we are divorced from 
it. But whatever pain this may give us, is it 
not "neceſſary ? Is it not profitable? Why 
+  thenare we alarmed at the coſt, or diſcouraged 
| at 
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at the conflict? Have we yet reßſſted to blood ? 
Or if we had, ſhould we have any cauſe to 
repent ? Let us then endeavour to animate, 
and ceaſe to intimidate one another. Let us 
adopt the Apoſtolic language, and fay to all 
that are engaged in this conflict, Be ye ſtedfaſt, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord,  foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in mY Lord. | 


III. BR PERSUADED, That 4 joys of 
victory obtained in the name and ſtrength of 
Jeſus Chriſt are more than adequate to all 
the pain which attends the preſent conflict 
between fleſh and ſpirit. The conſolation 
communicated to the believer who obtains 
repeated victories in this warfare is peculiar 


to himſelf. I frranger intermeddles not with 


it. And, I believe, they who have obtain- 


ed the feweſt victories, would prefer thoſe 


to any other. But, no man is crowned ex- 
cept he firive lawfully: And temperance | 
and triumph are as inſeparably connect- 


ed in this combat, as they were in the 


Olympic games, In the former, as well as 
in the latter, every man that flriveth for the 
maſtery is temperate in 1 all things ; not in the 

looſe 


\ 


(27. } 

looſe ſenſe of the voluptuous, or of many who 
are now thought to be very temperate, but in 
the Apoſtolic ſenſe of that comprehenſive ex- 
preſſion. In this ſenſe, may we be temperate in 
all things ! Then, we ſhall be as remote from 
modiſh, modern temperance, on the one hand, 

as on the other, from monkiſh ſuperſtition, 
and phariſaical oſtentation. In this ſenſe, to 
he temperate is to be wiſe, and happy. Gar- 
lands of unfading bliſs ſhe weaves for each, 
that liſten to her wiſe and kind injunctions. 
She leads us forth undiſmayed to the con- 
flict, and unaſſuming to receive the conqueror's 
crown, Or he rather, who is the giver 
of that, and of every good and perfect gift. 

If j Joys like theſe attend the chriſtian here, 
what, think you, is his conſolation when his 
arduous combat is finally cloſed? Who can 
tell what Paul felt, when he ſaid, I have 
fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
{ have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of ri ghteouſneſs, which the 
Tord, the righteous judge, ſhall give me at that, 
. day? And can you, my brethren, forget 
what the dying conqueror added, in this 
. triumphant hour? And not to me only, but unto 
all them who love his appearing ! If we are 


unable to tell what he felt. when he uttered 
theſe 
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theſe memorible wha; are we not a8 Halle 


to conceive what he afterward enjoyed, and 
ſtil} enjoys in the manſions of bliſs? None 


but chriſtian conquerors are there, Read the 


concluding verſe of each of the Epiſtles to the 
ſeven churches of Aſia, in the ſecond and third 


chapters of the Revelation, and then eſtimate, 
if you can, their full felicity. Surely, when 
theſe exceeding great and precious promiſes are 


— folfilled, it may be truly ſaid, The Lamb which 


is in the midſt of the 5 doth feed them, and 
lead them to living. fountains of water, and that 
God himſelf doth wipe away all tears from their 
eyes! Can he be a believer, who, hearing 


theſe things, doth not reckon that the ſuffer- 


ings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 


compared. _ the glory that Py. be revealed 
in us . 


IV. By PERSUADED, That your whole 
choice reſpeQing this conflict, is bounded by 
two points, You muſt either chooſe the coſt 
of victory, (for there is no victory to be ob- 
tained without coſt), or you muſt chooſe to 
ſtand to the conſequences of being overcome. 
And can you heſitate a moment which to 
chooſe? That would be to ſuppoſe, you 
had conſidered neither the conſequences, 
| | nor 


5 + 3 1 
1 the colt For who that has done both, 
= remain irreſolute ? Is not hell men- 


tioned, in the text, as the certain, and tre- 


mendous conſequence of our finally rejecting 
the counſel of Chriſt ? But, whatever may 
be the conſequence of our paying due at- 
tention to it, will it be equal to that alarm- 
ing, to that tremendous idea? Nay, will 
our . * to the counſel of Chriſt, from 
proper motives, injure us at all? Will it not, 
upon the whole, be always our intereſt, as it 


certainly is, at all times, our duty to regard 


it? Wiſe men always regard the whole of 
things. And if we are ſo wiſe as to do this, 
we ſhall at laſt find, That much more pain, 
even in this world, is the unavoidable portion 
of them who gratify their luſts, than of thoſe 
believers, who endeavour to mortify them; 
and who, by a patient continuance in well doing, 


ſeek fer glory, honour and immortality. — Awake 


Ariſe ! Fight the good fight of faith! Lay hold 
on eternal life! Or confeſs, you are left, in 
every view, without excuſe ! If you have re- 
ceived ſtrength from Chriſt to do his will, 
exert it, If that be yet wanting, ſeek, as 
directed, to pbtain grace to ſerve God accept- 
ably, with reverence and godly fear ! Recol- 

lecting 

6 


Ld 


> 
- 
4 


* 
5 ; 
: 2 
„ q 
* 
* 
7 
< 2, 
£ = 
by , 
4 . 1 2 
8 * 
* 
— 
BW 
21 
. mY 
= | v4 
_ — 
: >: 
| "4 
J N 
5 
* £ . 
Y 5 
"Wy 
I "= 
2 , 
* BY 
4 * 
<8 
* 
q *Y * 
J Þ 
* == 
5 + 
= 
i 
£ 
5 
4 ak 
iS 
x 0 
* 5 
N N * 
2 
7 © & 
* 
| 
* 5 
> 
4 1 
CY 7 
1 ·˖[˖[ð¶öãò/ 
WY 5 3 
1 
: If 
: 14 
4 - 
. - 
1 
5 5 
0 y £ 
| 2 : 
q A 
% - 
©... Y 
bs, $ 
N 
_ 
{ 4% i 
f 1 
+= Fi 
4 L. 
— A 
25 4 
p 
7 4 * 
- 
5 — 
1 
6 } 
ay 
. 3 
& 
5 
4 
| 7 
* 
| | 
3 


our God, (let us rej 


- * 9 

* 3 4 8 
* n 

Tags * 

; * 

i 3 

. 
* 


* 


lecting, both for conviction and conſolation, 


That, Oux “ Gop ts a conſuming fire. 
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Many, it is well known, have different ideas 
of this fadlime paſſage ; and have ſaid, * That God 
out of Chriſt is a conſuming fire. But is God, 
our God, a covenant God, out of Chriſt ? Or is he 


leſs holy, and jealous of his. own honour in him, 


than under another idea? Can we ſuppoſe, that 
God ever did, or will coaſume any thing but 


what 'ought to be conſumed ?. And will Chrift pre- 


vent it? It is too evident, that the beſt chriſtians 
have much in them that needs to be burn up; and 
joice at the thought,) is too 
juſt and kind to ſpare it. > 
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| Lately Publiſhed by the ſame Author, 
(And tobe had of thoſe who ſell this Sermon) 
Tur CONQUEST or CANAAN. 


Thus recommended by the Authors of the 
Monthly Review: 


_ © Calculated,” they /ay, to convey, both to 
youth and to other perſons, inſtruction and aſſiſt- 
© ance as to this part of the Old Teſtament Hiſ- 
4 tory, and alſo to improve their minds, and pro- 
* mote their virtue and piety. Such ends the Au- 
© thor propoſed by this publication, and ſuch ends 
© It is fitted to anſwer. Some objections to this 
© part of Sacred Hiſtory are brietly conſidered, 
and ſeveral uſeful obſervations are made.“ 


| In a few Wks will be Publiſhed, by the ſame 


. 


A LETTER on the UNION ſabliſtiog 
between PuBLic and DowussTic Davo- 
TION, | Dk 
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